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Despite moratorium, Alba
medical marijuana collective
open for business
By Linda GaLLaGher

ALBA - Operators of Antrim
County’s first medical marijuana
collective said Monday they are
open for business despite a recently approved township ordinance imposing a moratorium
on medical marijuana facilities.
Owner/operator Lois Dustin,
of Central Lake, who is operating the Alba Northern Light
Compassionate Club in Alba,
with her son Jim Risteau, also
of Central Lake, and other members of the family, said Monday

morning that they were available
to conduct business by appointment with any medical marijuana
card holders who call the phone
number posted on the window
of the U.S. 131 establishment,
and would accomodate any legal
card holders who knock on the
door when owners or employees
of the new business are in the
building.
“Officially, we’re not maintaining regular business hours
right now, as we’re trying to
Please see Marijuana on page 2A

Despite a moratorium recently imposed by Chestonia Township, the owners of
Antrim County’s first medical marijuana collective, located in Alba, said that the
new Alba Northern Light
Compassionate Club is
open for business.

A Frosty Spring Morning
Misty steam rising from the waters of Clam River and frost on the trees made for a beautiful photo for Shanty Creek Director of Snow
Sports Steve Kershner last Sunday morning. Abnormally cold temperatures followed last week’s late snowstorm, but forecasts are calling for warmer weather with the arrival of April this week! Photo courtesy of Steve Kershner

Elk Rapids To Discuss
Bech’s Purchase
2A - The Village Council has
reportedly already entered
into a purchase agreement
Family Read Night!
3A - Alba Community School
recently enjoyed an evening of
green eggs and ham, and reading!
Another Home Lost
3A - A Mancelona family is
receiving help from the Red
Cross after losing their home
to fire last weekend.

Census results reveal Antrim
County growth
By Linda GaLLaGher

BELLAIRE - Despite plant
closings, widespread unemployment and an economy yet to
show big improvements, census results released by the U.S.
Census Bureau last week show
that Antrim County continues to
grow in population.
According to the Census Bureau, Antrim County had a total
population of 23,580 in 2010, an

increase of 470 residents over
the official 2000 census bureau
count of 23,110.
However, estimates of populations done by the federal agency
in the county done between 2000
and 2010 show that in the more
economically positive years of
2006 - 2008, as many as 24,088
people were living in the county.
“It’s hard to tell, as many of
these people may not have been

property owners, with a record
of property tax payments, while
others were undoubtedly retirees, without children in school,”
said one county official. “When
you look at all the empty homes
in the county and the declining
student enrollment numbers, it
sure seems as if we’ve lost population, but it’s very hard to tell
anything for sure.”
Please see Growth on page 2A

Heading For Afghanistan
5A - Bellaire serviceman is
shipping out soon, and wants
to hear from all of us!
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ELLSWORTH - The Banks
Township Board worked through
another exhausting meeting last
Monday, putting final approval
on a tight budget that included
raising the fire millage, reinstating the PTAF, and juggling several concerns about zoning.
Final decisions were made on
the 2011-2012 budget, including
a transfer of $30,000 from the

Central Lake students construct nesting
platforms for local loon population

Last years
snowfall
at this time
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ELK RAPIDS - During a special meeting of the Elk Rapids
Planning Commission Tuesday
night, it was announced that a
new start up furniture manufacturer plans to occupy the long
empty former Super Tool building in Elk Rapids.
45th Parallel Furniture, owned
by Elk Rapids resident Dennis
Valkanoff and Steven Hecken-

By Tina SundeLiuS

Laura Bottomley Brown’s 6th grade class at Central Lake Middle School (above) proudly show off
their completed artificial loon nesting platforms,
which will be “dressed” with straw to look natural before being placed on Intermediate Lake in
the next few weeks. Central Lake Common loon
enthusiast Bill Truscott (inset) shows a group of
Central Lake 6th grade students the ins and outs
of putting an artificial nesting platform together
for threatened loons.

Sidebar – 4A
ObituarieS – 6A
COming eventS – 7A
ClaSSifiedS & PuzzleS – 7B

By Linda GaLLaGher

laible of Minnesapolis, Minnesota, plans to manufacture upholstered products for residential
use, including sofas, loveseats,
chairs, sectionals, and other
items, with the support of contracted work and materials from
two other Elk Rapids area companies, Traverse Bay Manufacturing, and The Wooden Hammer, Ltd. Products will be sold to
Please see Property on page 2A

Banks Township reinstates
PTAF tax, raises fire millage

A Very Welcome Sight!
5A - After several lonely years,
there’s all kinds of things going on in the former Second
Chance buildings in Central
Lake!
Antrim Review All Stars
1B - Teams announced for
girls basketball

Elk Rapids furniture start up
to occupy former Super Tool
building

By Linda GaLLaGher
CENTRAL LAKE - Intermediate Lake may still be frozen
solid, but in just a few weeks
the ice will thaw, just in time to
welcome the return of some very
special “snow birds”-Intermediate Lake’s population of threatened Common loons.
And when the birds return,
they’ll find brand new nesting platforms waiting for them,
thanks to the efforts of 28 6th

grade Central Lake Middle
School students and local loon
enthusiast Bill Truscott.
Under the supervision of 6th
grade teacher Laura Bottomley
Brown, Truscott, and volunteer
Keith Verellen, the students
spent a recent early spring afternoon building four nesting platforms from plastic PVC pipe,
sheets of foam insulation, and
plastic mesh fencing, much of
which was purchased through
the assistance of D & M Service,

Polly’s Pizza
Pantry
Located in Central Stop Bp

a Central Lake heating and cooling business owned by Dean and
Krista Willson.
As he helped the students fit
and glue the piping together, then
add the insulation which helps
in keeping the platforms afloat
on the lake, Truscott explained
that the hands-on effort was the
second portion of the student’s
“loon education”.
“Several weeks ago, Mrs.
Please see Platforms on page 2A
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fire budget to the general fund,
in order to make a first payment
on the inter-budget loan given
to the fire fund for two new fire
trucks.
To balance the budget, the
board reinstated the Property
Tax Administration Fee, a one
percent fee levied on property
tax bills to cover property tax
Please see Millage on page 2A

Household burn ban delayed
By Linda GaLLaGher

BELLAIRE - A recent change
in Michigan law banning the
burning of household trash that
was set to begin on April 1 has
apparently been delayed.
The new regulations, approved
last fall, were supposed to phase
out historic exemptions that have
allowed households to burn their
trash, which may include items
such as paper, plastics, rubber,
furniture, electronics, chemicals
and other materials.
The changes would not impact
the burning of yard waste such as
grass clippings, leaves and trees

in communities that allow it.
Jim Ostrowski, an environmental quality analyst for the
Department of Environmental
Quality, said everything was set
to go until Gov. Rick Snyder’s
office implemented a new initiative.
“Right now, the governor’s
office is reviewing all new rules
from the past administration,”
Ostrowski said. “(The residential burn barrel ban) was one of
those new rules. Since I don’t
know what has been decided or
whether anything has been dePlease see Burn Ban on page 2A
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Elk Rapids to discuss possible purchase
of Bech’s factory property
By Linda GaLLaGher

ELK RAPIDS - One day after The Antrim Review reported that during their meeting of
March 21 the Elk Rapids Village
Council had directed village
manager Bob Peterson to enter
into negotiations to purchase
“an undisclosed piece of property”, a press release from Village
Council president Dan Reszka
reported that the Village Council
would discuss the possible purchase of the former downtown
Bech’s Mustard factory property
at their upcoming Monday, April
4 meeting.
The Friday, March 25 press
release quoted Reszka as saying
that the opportunity to purchase

Platforms

Continued from Front
Brown was kind enough to invite me into her class, where I
presented a power point demonstration on the life cycle of our
common loons, and my own history with them,” he said, relating
his decade of work with nesting
platforms, which has resulted in
a booming population of loons
on the upper Chain of Lakes.
As a result of those efforts, a
total of 32 chicks have successfully hatched from the three platforms placed in the water near
the islands at the south end of the
lake, Truscott noted, smiling.
“That’s a record for northern
Michigan, I’ve been told,” he
said. “And last year, for the first
time that anyone could recall, we
had three nesting pairs of adults
on the lake. When I first got involved in doing this, we only had
one nesting pair, and it was rare
for them to successfully raise a
full clutch of two chicks. Now,
that’s pretty common.”
In fact, several students commented that they had not only
been lucky enough to see the

Growth

Continued from Front

But for all interested parties,
even the modest increase of 2.3
percent in the county came as
good news in a state facing an
overall decline in population,
particularly in its largest city,
Detroit, which suffered a stunning loss of 25 percent of its previous population, falling to its
lowest population in more than
100 years.
A preference for more rural
areas over urban neighborhoods
carried over to Antrim County,
where township populations
tended to grow at a higher percentage than villages.
All five of Antrim County’s
incorporated villages actually

as saying that the purchase “will
be completely made with Harbor
funds and revenue and will not
require any local tax dollars.”
In a coordinating statement,
village manager Peterson stated,
“At the April 4th meeting, the
offer, deadlines, contingencies
and financing options will be
discussed. In addition, a proposal for public participation
to determine the future use of
the property will be presented
that will likely involve several
months of public discussion and
deliberation.”
The April 4 Elk Rapids Village
Council meeting will be held in
the Elk Rapids Governmental
Center at 7 p.m.

big waterfowl on the lake during
family boating outings in recent
years, but had seen chicks as
well.
Last year, Truscott worked
closely on several occasions
with Joseph Kaplan, a nationally
noted wildlife biologist known
for his research on Common
loons, as well as members of the
Michigan Loon Preservation Association and Intermediate Lake
Association, to fit U.S Fish and
Wildlife Service identification
bands, as well as several geolocating archival tags, on several
of the lake’s birds, with much of
the funding for the work raised
through benefit fund raisers held
by Truscott at Central Lake‘s
Blue Pelican with the cooperation of Pelican owners Chris and
Merrie Corbett, and the loon enthusiast‘s long time friend Keith
Verellen, who is general manager
of the three Blue Pelican dining
establishments.
The bands, along with the archival tags, will provide critically needed data regarding survival of the birds over the winter
in the Gulf of Mexico, where it is
believed most of the waterfowl
head each fall, along with vital

new information on migration
distance, duration, and routes.
Also much anticipated will
be information gained from the
highly sensitive birds on the effects of crude oil, toxic dispersants, and heavy metals such as
mercury as a result of last year’s
Deepwater Horizon explosion
and resulting oil spill.
Kaplan is planning on returning this summer to recover that
data, Truscott noted. “He needs
to know, if at all possible, the exact date that the birds first appear
on the lake this spring, so we
would appreciate hearing about
initial sightings from anyone
who sees the birds out there in
the next few weeks.“
But first, the birds, probably
already on their way north, need
to return to Intermediate Lake.
When they do, they’ll find four
brand new nesting platforms,
along with 28 Central Lake 6th
graders eagerly awaiting their
arrival.
Common loon sightings on Intermediate Lake in the month of
April can be reported by calling Continued from Front
1-231-342-7038 or Truscottw@ retail furniture outlets throughyahoo.com
out the U.S. and Canada.
The new business is being
partially financed through a
$150,000 economic developtownship growth in the county ment loan from the Grand Trawith a gain of 117 residents.
verse County Economic DevelThe numbers in Antrim Coun- opment Corporation, the first
ty correlate with those in the sur- approved outside of Grand Trarounding area, including Emmet verse County.
County, Charlevoix County and
Initially funded by an investthe area surrounding Traverse ment of $600,000 from the State
City, which has grown by 5.8 of Michigan in the 1980’s, the
percent over the 10 year period
since the last census. The region
was the second largest in growth
behind the west Michigan region surrounding Grand Rapids, Continued from Front
which reported a six percent incided on the matter at all, it is
crease.
one of the things that we are not
“Population increase in the
really sure when or if it will go
past has been due to three priinto effect.”
mary factors: births, economic
Brad Wurfel, Communications
health and the migration of reDirector for the DEQ, said there
tirees,” said Mathias McCauley,
also is a piece of legislation that
Regional Planning and Commucould impact whether the new
nity Development Director for
law goes into effect in addition
the Northwest Michigan Council of Governments. “When you
look at numbers in our region it
is usually a combination of two
Continued from Front
or more of those variables.”
McCauley said the compo- administration costs. The board
nents of growth, such as the age had abated the fee for the last two
of the population, hasn’t been years in an attempt to give some
released by the Census Bureau relief to township residents.
as yet, which helps determine if
The board also begrudgedly
subsections such as young pro- approved a motion to raise the
fessionals are leaving the com- fire millage from .5 to .99, an
munity.
increase that will appear on the
“I don’t think there is anything township’s 2011 tax bills.
you can grasp immediately from
“It takes at least one mill to
the numbers, primarily because run a fire department,” Townwe don’t know those indicators,” ship Supervisor Thomas Mann
he said. “Those numbers will tell said.
us a lot more.”
At Trustee Rubingh’s request

Thank You

I would like to thank all of those who sent many
get well cards and well wishes after my recent
surgery. It was much appreciated and enjoyed.
I am well on my way to recovery and should be
back working in early May.
To update those of you who may be wondering what’s going on at Fox & Hounds Barber
Shop, I have leased my building to Edward
Jones Financial Services. So I will no longer be
cutting hair in that location. But be assured I
will be back in a new location as soon as my
doctor releases me. Again, thank you for all the
prayers and well wishes. I am looking forward
to returning soon.
Ron Damer
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Ellsworth couple charged with
operating meth lab

the property, which is located on
the Elk River in what is known
as the upper harbor, occurred
during the last few weeks “because of a change in ownership
and a necessary short deadline
for an offer and sale by this new
owner”.
Previous attempts to purchase
the property, for a much higher
price, had been unsuccessful
after grant applications for the
property were turned down, the
release goes on to say.
The Council has reportedly
already entered into a purchase
agreement for the property,
which is currently bank-owned.
Village Council and Harbor Commission member Bob
Orschel is quoted in the release

dropped in population, with Bellaire showing the largest loss of
78 residents.
Despite the loss of two major
employers, Mancelona showed
the least amount of population
loss, losing just 18 of the residents counted in the 2000 census.
While the majority of the
county’s townships showed
slight increases in population,
the townships of Banks, Central
Lake, Chestonia, and Echo all
showed minor population losses,
with Banks losing 204 residents,
the highest loss in the county.
Highest growth in the county
was shown in rural Custer and
Jordan Townships, with Custer
gaining 48 residents and Jordan
Township showing the highest
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a lab involving methamphetamines. David Bullock was also
charged with delivery and manufacture of methamphetamines.
At the time of the December
9 raid, which was conducted by
members of the Traverse Narcotic Unit, Antrim County Sheriff’s
Office and Charlevoix County
Sheriff’s Office, five people
were arrested.
One man, Michael Eyer, 49,
of Greenville, later died in jail
before being fully booked after

ingesting meth into his body
during the raid. Officials later
said that he died of choking and
other medical complications.
Two other suspects arrested
during the raid were charged in
Charlevoix County. The Bullocks will next appear in court
when a preliminary exam is
held in 86th District Court in
Bellaire on April 5.

tation, was in a better location,
with its proximity to the state
highway.
“Right now, we’re renting
from T.A.,” Dustin said, referring to former Outlaw state vice
president Dennis Pellegrini, who
was arrested in 2002 by the FBI
on charges of conspiracy to distribute narcotics and marijuana
and subsequently served time in
prison after a federal raid of several of his properties, including
the Alba clubhouse and his East
Jordan home. “But we may open
something in Central Lake down
the line.”
“They may have been in there
painting and fixing it up, but they
weren’t open for business until
three days after we approved
the moratorium,” said Chestonia Township Supervisor Robert
Beckner. “I talked to them last
Friday, and told them that they
had to shut down.”
“He told us that we’d be arrested if we stayed open,” said
Dustin of the township supervisor. “At first, they said they’d
hold a special meeting and try
to work it out with us, then they

told us we had to shut down for
120 days, until the moratorium
expires.”
“Right now, we’re waiting to
hear from the township’s lawyer,” said Beckner, referring to
Bellaire attorney Bryan Graham.
“Then we’ll go from there.”
Kristin Goddard, of Mancelona, the Antrim County chapter
leader of MI-NORML (National
Organization for the Reform of
Marijuana Laws), who said that
the organization’s legal consul is
also reviewing the situation, noted that the new collective’s goal
is to provide a much needed service while remaining in compliance with all local ordinances.
Antrim County Prosecutor
Charles Koop, who said he was
also looking into the matter, said
that he was not concerned about
township ordinances, only in the
state statute approved in 2008 on
medical marijuana.
“There is a very specific statutory process on the regulation of
medical marijuana,” he said. “It
is my opinion that dispensaries
of this nature are not allowed under state law.”

Grand Traverse County fund has
since grown to approximately
$3.2 million, with $1.5 million
currently available for investment into economic development in the area.
Plans are for the new company
to hire 13 new employees, while
both Traverse Bay Manufacturing and The Wooden Hammer
are expected to take on at least
five new employees. No modifications are proposed for the
building, other than construction
of a parking lot and adequate rehabilitation and cleaning needed

to ensure employee health and
safety.
Production is slated to begin
in June at present.
Formal approval of the seven
year, 3.25 percent loan for the
new company by Grand Traverse
County was expected Wednesday night, and a public hearing
on 45th Parallel’s site plan in the
45,812 square foot Super Tool
building will be held during the
next meeting of the Elk Rapids
Planning Commission on April
26 at 7 p.m.

to the governor’s office review.
House Bill 4207 was introduced on February 8, and
amends Public Act 451 of 1994,
also known as the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act. Under HB 4207, the
DEQ would not be allowed to
“promulgate” rules to prohibit
the open burning of household
waste. Basically, the legislation
would ban the trash burning ban,
Wurfel said.

With both the governor’s office review and the pending legislation that is currently still in
the House, Wurfel said a lot is
up in the air regarding the trash
burning ban.
“If April 1 comes and goes
and nothing has been signed the
status quo will remain. If, after
April 1, the order is signed by the
governor’s office, the prohibition
goes into effect immediately,”
Wurfel said.

in attempting to find a way to
balance the budget without the
millage increase and the result
was an increase of only one mill
instead of the one and a quarter
mill that had been suggested by
Mann.
Although lower than usual, if
all goes as projected, the budget’s year end balance numbers
are in the comfort zone of all
board members.
Rubingh reported that the Planning Commission was working
on allowing the Ellsworth Farmers Exchange to put grain bins in
Atwood. The Exchange was runa considerable amount of time ning into some serious zoning isand discussion was invested sues and is operating on a deadline to get the bins into operation
by corn harvest this year. “This
is going to be a difficult issue,”
Rubingh said.
During the public comment
portion of the meeting, which
Thank you to all our friends for the support and
lasted over an hour, new business owner Christopher and
many prayers during my sudden illness. You
Candy Randall, along with resihelped pull us through a difficult time and on to
dents Jerroll and Marlene Drenth
a surprisingly speedy recovery. A big thanks to
brought a question concerning
our area Rescue and Ambulance personnel. Your zoning before the board. The
Drenths would like to rent their
dedication is one of our county’s biggest assets.
presently unused building on Six
Mile Lake road to the Randalls
to be used as an animal hospital.
Sincerely, Gary Mortensen
The building was built in 1948
and originally used for manu-

facturing. Said Jerroll Drenth,
“If we can’t use it for something
like this we are really limited.
No one has refused to take the
taxes we’ve had to pay on it the
last few years, and it’s been used
for far more offensive things in
the past.”
After a great deal of discussion and concern expressed by
the board Clerk Donna Heeres
stated that the board did not have
the authority to help. Discussion
was held on the benefits, limitations and expense of zoning ordinances.
The fifth and final payment of
$8,000 was made to the village
for the township’s portion of
grant matching that allowed for
the resurfacing of Main Street.
The recreation plan still has
to be reviewed by a few more
members of the recreational
committee.
Katy Postmus,
Township Treasurer, stated, “We
didn’t make too many changes
from the original plan, we want
to promote trails, improve parks
and preserve natural resources.”
The plan is in essence a wish list
of anything the township may
ever want to have, she said. “If
it’s not in the plan and we want it
in the future, we can’t get it, so it
needs to be in the plan,” Postmus
said.

By Linda GaLLaGher
ELLSWORTH - Initially arrested in mid-December, an
Ellsworth couple was charged
in late March with operating
and maintaining a methamphetamine lab.
David Bullock, 39, and Lori
Bullock, 31, both of Ellsworth,
were arraigned before 86th
District Court Judge Thomas J.
Phillips on March 22 on charges of operating and maintaining

Marijuana

Continued from Front
work something out with the
township,” Dustin said, adding
that she is a medical marijuana
patient who suffers from a number of medical issues, including
rheumatoid arthritis. “This is not
a business for profit, it is a nonprofit business.”
Dustin contends that the emergency moratorium approved by
Chestonia Township on March
17 during a special meeting did
not apply to her collective, as
the facility had opened for business on March 1, more than two
weeks prior to the moratorium’s
approval, three weeks before the
date of the moratorium’s publication on March 24.
Asked why she chose to open
the business in Chestonia Township rather than in Central Lake,
which has no ordinances in place
at the present time regarding
medical marijuana, Dustin said
that the building, which formerly
served as a clubhouse for a local
chapter of the Outlaws, a motorcycle club with a notorious repu-
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